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Explore heritage sites along the River Tees in Darlington
You will find maps on the Let’s Go Tees Valley website alongside other routes and guides:
http://www.letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/ways-to-travel/walk/.
This document includes sites of historical significance that can be seen along the way on
these routes.

Piercebridge Circular - a short 1 km walk exploring the roman history of this important
River Tees Crossing point.

Piercebridge Roman Fort


Piercebridge Roman Fort is one of a number of forts built along Dere Street, which
was one of the most important roads in Roman Britain.



The Romans probably first came to Piercebridge in 70 AD when Cerialis attacked the
British camp at Stanwick, three miles south of Piercebridge. Between 79 and 85 AD
during Agricola's northern campaigns it is likely that Piercebridge was a major
strategic river crossing on the main eastern supply route and a military presence to
guard a bridge would be expected, yet no trace of a fort of this period has been
located.
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Towards the end of the 2nd century the first bridge, possibly destroyed by a flood,
was replaced by another further downstream to the east and the alignment of Dere
Street was diverted. A civil settlement was found near the second bridge in 1971 and
excavated. The south bridge abutment excavated the following year is now preserved
and open to view. Since Roman times the River Tees has altered its course and the
bridge is now high and dry.



By 125 AD a vicus or civil settlement was being built in the Toft's Field beside the
early line of Dere Street. The residents were traders who relied on a permanent
garrison for their living.



The fort seen today is thought to have been built around 270 AD or soon after. By 300
AD it seems to have been largely abandoned and kept on a care and maintenance
basis for some 50 years, re-occupied in strength and much altered.



The finds from the excavations are on permanent loan from Darlington Borough
Council to the Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle.
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Low Coniscliffe to High Coniscliffe Circular - 11km of very accessible, highly scenic, river
walk to the west of Darlington.

High Coniscliffe


Dates back to Saxon times. Origin of the name from Old English and Old Norse,
meaning Kings Cliff. It seems to have a bloody place in Viking England with a king of
Northumbria and several nobles being murdered here at various times in the 8th C.



St Edwin’s Church – Norman, dates from 1170, spire added in 13th C. Dedicated to
Edwin, King of Northumbria (who also declared himself overking of all England), who
converted to Christianity in 627.



Spotted Dog – named after a foxhound, called Blue Cap, who won a race at
Newmarket with a wager with a stake of 500 guineas in 1792.
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Broken Scar Circular - Exploring this highly scenic, historically important, 2.9km loop of the
Tees.



Tees Cottage Pumping Station is a Victorian waterworks which began supplying
water to Darlington in 1849. It is a Scheduled Ancient Monument with two completely
original pumping engines in full working order. These are displayed running under
their pumping load on about four weekends each year.



One engine is a two-cylinder compound steam beam engine, still supplied from its
original Lancashire boilers and driving its original pumps. The other engine is a twocylinder gas engine, the largest preserved example in Europe, also driving its
original pumps.



The engines are housed in their own purpose built buildings, dating from 1847 to
1901, in themselves superb examples of Victorian architecture. The engines and
buildings are carefully maintained, preserved and run by volunteers, supported by
the site owner, Northumbrian Water.
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The Beam Engine began running in 1904 to replace earlier smaller beam engines. It
pumps water from the River Tees into settling tanks and from there to the fountain,
which represents the supply to the town.



The electric pump house represents a further move forward in technology. The first
two sets of motors and pumps were installed for river water and treated water
pumping in 1926. The river units are vertical spindle, the motors and all electric
systems are well above any flood levels and the pumps are housed below river level.



As technology improved, gas replaced steam powered engines. The gas powered
internal combustion engine was designed and built by Richard Hornsby.



From 1914, like the earlier beam engines, it pumped water from the Tees to settling
tanks and then to the town. Gas was originally provided by a Gas Producer Plant,
which is still on view.
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South Park, Snipe House Pond Circular - 3km of urban fringe exploring between town and
country.

South Park


In his will, dated 1636, Sir James Bellasses left a 10ha copyhold farm, Poor
Howdens Farm, to the town for charitable purposes. In March 1850, the
trustees of the charity recommended that the greater part of the farm 'be used
as a park or promenade and a recreation ground for the public at large'.



The suggestion was confirmed at a public meeting and in 1851 the land, now
the southern part of South Park, was leased to the Board of Health for twenty one years. The trustees contributed £100 towards its laying out and further
funds came from Joseph Pease of Hutton Hall. The park, named Bellasses
Park, was opened two years later. A new lease was negotiated when the first
came to an end, then in 1877 the Corporation purchased the site for £3075.
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Under their ownership it became known as People's Park and then South Park.
It was the first public recreational park in the north of England.


It was known originally as Belasses Park, then the People’s Park. Eventually, it came
to be called South Park, and currently extends to some 26 hectares (91 acres). It has
always been a popular recreational venue and, after recent Heritage Lottery funding,
is more attractive than ever – playing host to regular concerts and other events. It
boasts a lake, bandstand, skate-park, games area, education centre, café, and rock,
rose and sensory gardens. There is also, of course, the famous aviary – once the home
of Max the foul-mouthed parrot!



It has trees planted in 1863 to commemorate the marriage of Prince Edward, later
King Edward VII, and for the coronation of George V in 1911.



It is a magnificent example of the very best type of Victorian municipal park, and is
Grade II registered
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Hurworth, Croft and Stapleton Circular - 9.6km of attractive rural walking incorporating two
very attractive rural communities.



Croft Bridge – The Bridge was built in the 15th century to replace a previous timber
bridge that was washed away in floods in 1356. It is the first point a new Bishop of
Durham crosses into his diocese and is the scene of an entrance ceremony for the
Bishop.



Charles Dodgson/Lewis Carroll links – Father was rector of Croft Church and the
father and mother are buried in Church yard



Hells Kettles SSSI - Designated because it is the only site in Durham where there is a
body of water fed by springs. There are various historical connections and legends
associated with Hells Kettles, including the possibility of it being the inspiration for
the scene in “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” where she falls down a rabbit hole.
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Hurworth, Rockcliffe Circular - 7.6km of Riverside walking through attractive rural scenery.



Plague Burials and ferry crossing –The Green is the location of a major plague burial
site from the Great Plague of 1665. The majority of the village population, around
1500 people, was wiped out by the disease and are buried here. There is a narrow
path called Knellgate, leading from the river to the Green and bodies were brought
here for burial from Dalton and Eryholme, preceded by the tolling of a bell, which
called the gravedigger to bury the corpses, shrouded in lime, in the plague pit.



Rockliffe Hall – Original plans for the house date to 1774 but it wasn’t until the turn of
the century that the hall and estate started taking shape. Records form the 1820’s
list it as Pilmore House and it was owned by Robert Surtees, the county historian. In
1851 it was owned by Robert Backhouse who began major developments, including
landscaping of the gardens by Alfred Waterhouse and at this time the estate became
known as the Rockliffe Hall Estate.
Robert Backhouse was so wealthy that he built his favourite nephew a mansion over
the road as a wedding present. The mansion is now Hurworth Grange Community
Centre. It was subsequently owned by Lord Southampton and in 1950 it was bought
by the Brothers of St John of God and turned into a hospital. It was bought by
Middlesbrough Football Club in 1996 and turned into a training ground and in 2006 a
5 star hotel with the longest golf course in Europe.



William Emerson – Was born in the village in 1701 and was educated by his father the
local schoolmaster. He became a mathematician of some repute and wrote a
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number of influential books on mathematics, geometry, navigation and optics. He
turned down an invitation to become a member of the Royal Society because he
objected to having to pay for the honour of having FRS after his name. His tomb is in
the churchyard.


Railway 1829 – branch line built in 1840’s to connect to Darlington.



Linen weaving – The village was a major centre in the 19th C and up to 120 weavers
were employed. The waters of the River Tees and Skerne were noted for the
excellence of their bleaching properties. The workers were housed in temporary
wooden huts, which were dug into the banks of the River Tees at the east end of the
village. There are also weavers’ cottages at end of Strait Lane, behind the Otter and
Fish. Weaving ceased in 1870.



All Saints Church – There has been a church on the site since the 12th C. It was built
of red sandstone, but was pulled down in 19th C as it was considered unsafe. The
present church was built in 1832 incorporating the tower base and two pillars from
the original building.
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Low Dinsdale, Girsby, Sockburn Circular - 9.2km of rural and woodland walking starting
from very attractive rural community.

Low Dinsdale


St John the Baptist Church - The church site at Low Dinsdale is possibly 12/13th
century,
although
the
present
building
is
19th
century.



Low Dinsdale Manor - The manor house at Low Dinsdale is partially medieval and is
within a complex of earthworks. The manor was originally a fortified settlement owned
by the Siward family, who later changes their name to Surtees (sur tees – on the Tees).
The current house was built in 1536 and has been added to at various dates. The bridge
over the dried out moat has the carved crest of the Surtees family on it. It is a very
ancient settlement from Danish times and a house on this site was mentioned in the
first Doomsday Book as DIRNESHALE or DIGNESHALE. Later members of the family
include Bessie Surtees who eloped with a future Lord Chancellor and Robert Surtees,
the famous county historian, who also lived at Rockliffe Hall.
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Low Dinsdale Bridge - The Bridge at Low Dinsdale is the third one, replacing a previous
bridge first built by Rev. W. S. Temple to allow workers from the Surtees Estate to
cross the Tees to the church.

Sockburn


Girsby Bridge – The Bridge at Girsby was provided in 1870 by Theophania Blackett,
widow of Sir William, of Sockburn Hall to give access to the church. She was then
granted exclusive use of the then existing nearby bridge at Sockburn. The nearby
church at Girsby dates from 1838 and replaced the ruined church at Sockburn. See
also “bridge over troubled water” article from Northern Echo



Sockburn Hall - Built in 1834 by Sir William Collingwood Blackett, replacing the
previous ruined Conyers Hall. An ancestor of the Conyers family is supposed to have
rid the district of the Sockburn Worm, a “dragon or fiery flying serpent” that was
terrorising the local area. The Conyers Falchion is used in the ceremony to welcome
the new Bishop of Durham.
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Middleton One Row, Low Dinsdale Circular - 6.2km of inter-village meanderings.

Low Middleton


Low Middleton Hall – Grade 2* listed building. Built in 1721 for Robert Killinghall. Late
18C additions and alterations.



Dovecote – A grade 2 listed Mid-18th C octagonal dovecote in the field to the south east
of the hall. It has a squared red sandstone plinth and narrow brick in English bond;
renewed pantiled roof. The dovecote is potentially going to be developed as a
residence.

Middleton One Row


Tower Hill earthworks – well preserved remains of Motte and Bailey castle, which is
not common in County Durham. Norman in origin, 11th or 12th C and probably built to
guard the crossing point of the Tees at Pountney’s Bridge.



House on Church Lane, The Friary (#7?), reputed to have been bought by George
Stephenson, the railway pioneer, for his two sisters to live in. The house was divided
into two living areas that were just connected by a shared bathroom. This information
was given by Mr Jack Havakin of 8 Church Lane, who used to own the property.
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Dinsdale Spa


Pountney’s Bridge - At the bottom of Church Lane is the supposed site of Pountney’s
Bridge. This is possibly a roman crossing point (ponte tees) taking a roman supply
road north from York. There was a stone bridge and associated chapel, which may
have originated in Roman times. The bridge was in use through the middle Ages, until
it was superseded by Croft Bridge. The date of its destruction is not known, but it was
probably gone by 1530 as it is not mentioned by John Leland, Henry V111’s surveyor,
in his Itinerary.



Spa baths - The spa spring was discovered in 1789 by labourers of John Lambton
whilst drilling for coal. The spa was established in 1797.



Spa Hotel - In 1829, John Lambton, 1st Earl of Durham built Dinsdale Spa Hotel, which
is now Dinsdale Park. The hotel was built to service the visitors to the Spa baths.



Spa wells – a smaller spa location to the south of Low Dinsdale.
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